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Abstract
Tourism is changing at very fast pace and tourists' preferences are changing from "sightseeing" to "experiences" and "immersions". The increased availability of alternative accommodation, including homestay, guesthouses, farm stay, and eco lodges, has further contributed to this trend, as it offers a more authentic cultural experience and personalized service. This revolution has been taken up by the homestays, guesthouses, farm stays, eco-lodges, hostels and vacation rentals which engage in genuine cultural exchange; authentic services and unique local experiences. The impact of alternative accommodation on experiential travel and its relationship with tourist satisfaction, development of the local economy and sustainable tourism is discussed. The study is a thorough literature review to understand the various factors that can impact travelers' choices of alternative lodging options over a traditional hotel. The results show that these adjustments have a positive impact on the travelers' relationship with the local communities, in the promotion of cultural exchange, in the promotion of responsible tourism, in the promotion of small-scale entrepreneurs and in the creation of memorable travel experiences. Furthermore, the digital platforms and e-booking systems have expanded the range of possible alternative accommodation and its visibility, thus enabling the destinations to address a broader market. Even though they are becoming more and more popular, there are still problems concerning quality assurance, regulation, safety and consistency of service for stakeholders. It highlights the importance of stakeholders working together to create suitable regulations, enhance the quality of services offered and advance sustainable destination management. This study offers valuable insights for both the tourism practitioners and researchers as well as policy makers aiming to improve the tourism experiences and to promote inclusive tourism development through the consideration of the economic, social and cultural contribution of alternative accommodation. The review also points out future research opportunities related to technology integration, consumer behaviour, sustainability practices and the long-term competitiveness of the various alternatives in accommodation models.
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1. Introduction
In the last 20 years, tourism has changed considerably, moving from the traditional vision to an authentic, cultural and interactive experience. Nowadays, tourists are more interested in being immersed in the local culture, experiencing the local traditions, and learning more about the places they visit. This change has led to experiential travel, in which the experience of travelling is more important than the destination itself, and the quality and uniqueness of the experience is considered as much as the place itself. This has led to significant changes in the accommodation industry to cater for travellers' evolving needs.
Alternative accommodation has become an integral part of modern tourism. These properties are not only vacation rentals, homestays, farm stays, hostels, eco-lodges, heritage properties, serviced apartments and community-based lodging facilities, but also offer individual and culturally enriching experiences for visitors. This can allow visitors 




to get to know the culture, customs, and way of life of the host community, which can be a valuable experience. This customized service is helping to make alternative accommodations more popular with a range of travellers, from the backpacker to the family, the digital nomad to the eco-tourist.
The growth of alternative accommodation has been further fuelled by the quick development of digital booking sites and peer-to-peer accommodation services globally. The availability of technology has made it easier to find, compare and book one-of-a-kind accommodation to suit travelling customer needs and budgets. Travelers can now be accommodated in villages of rural areas, in historic towns, in coastal and remote ecological areas, that were not accessible in the past in the frame of conventional hospitality. The enhanced access has broadened the range of tourism experiences and added to local community's economies.
Experiential Travel focuses on emotional, cultural, emotional and personal learning and transformation in relation to local activities. Accommodation is critical to supporting these activities as it is the key point of contact for visitors with the destination. Living with local families, engaging in the agricultural activities of farm stays, living in heritage homes, or staying in eco-friendly lodges all contribute to a greater understanding of region customs and traditions, cuisine and environment. They lead to higher visitor satisfaction and help to promote repeat visits and positive recommendation.
In an economical and economic sense, the alternative accommodations contribute to the inclusive tourism development because they spread the tourism income among the small businesses other than the big hotels. The small businessmen, local households, artisans and rural people directly profit from the accommodation services and from the respective economic activities like food preparation, sales of handicrafts, guided tours, transportation and cultural performances. The decentralized approach to tourism helps to create employment opportunities, boost the micro-enterprises and increase involvement of community in tourism development. Thus, alternative accommodation has become a key tool to support sustainable and community-based tourism.
Another important benefit that goes with a lot of the other types of alternative housing is environmental sustainability. Eco-lodges, green homestays and community-managed lodgings are often environmentally responsible, making use of renewable energy, harvesting rainwater, reducing waste, caring for biodiversity, and managing resources responsibly. The initiatives are in line with the increasing demand for sustainable tourism and promote responsible travel practices from tourists during their trips. Alternative accommodations help achieve the other goals of sustainable destination management by appealing to the tourists' sense of responsibility for environmental stewardship and offering real cultural experiences.
Even with their increasing popularity, there are a number of challenges for alternative accommodations. Other challenges that need attention include the consistent provision of a high-quality service, guest safety and security, regulatory compliance, cultural authenticity, environmental impact management and overtourism concerns. In addition, the quick commercialization of experiential tourism can lead to loss of authenticity which attracted the tourists. Effective governance and responsible tourism are needed to balance the success of tourism for the visitors and the wellbeing of the community, whilst conserving the environment.
Considering the rising relevance of experiential travelling and the role of alternative accommodation in providing memorable travelling experiences and supporting sustainable tourism development should be explored. It can be useful to those involved in tourism policy-making, tourism entrepreneurs, destination managers, and hospitality professionals to be aware of the various types of accommodation and the impact they have on travellers' satisfaction, cultural interaction, competitiveness of the destination and economic development of the local area.
. In addition, the analysis of opportunities and the problems of alternative accommodation can help stakeholders to develop tourism strategies which will bring the best benefits to both visitors and host communities.
In this context the present study examines the importance of alternative accommodations for the promotion of experiential travel. It aims to explore how these types of accommodation can improve authentic travel experiences, foster cultural exchange, promote local economic development, encourage sustainable tourism and influence the travel preferences of modern tourists. The research results will contribute to the existing array of research on experiential tourism and will provide practical implications for creating new and innovative accommodation development strategies for the global tourism sector that is inclusive and sustainable.

2. Background of the study
Over the past two decades, there has been a dramatic change in tourist preferences and tastes, in technologies and in the desire for more authentic experiences. Today, traveling is not a mundane experience, it is an experience that allows them to meet the local communities, experience different cultures and have a more personalized experience that will make a lasting impression upon them. The transformation has helped spur the rise in experiential travel, which involves a greater emphasis on participation, immersion and emotional engagement than passive observation. One of the sectors that has been a major part of this transformation is the accommodation sector. Alongside the traditional hotels, guests are increasingly seeking other types of accommodation like a homestay, guesthouse, eco-lodge, farm stay, heritage property, serviced apartment, hostel, boutique inn and vacation rental are all good options to consider. These kinds of lodging can 



be ideal for those who wish to experience the community, the food, the traditions and the lifestyles, that can be more likely to be present in these more offbeat, non-standard types of hotel than in a traditional hotel. Hospitality services have incorporated local culture, helping to establish the relationship between the host and the experiences they offer to the guests. With the growth of digital platforms for booking accommodation, alternative lodging has been further growing in pace. Online marketplaces have made it easier for travellers to compare prices, read reviews, directly communicate with the host, and book the hotel of their choice depending on their travel requirements and interest. Digital technologies have made it possible for small-scale property owners and local entrepreneurs to engage in a tourism economy and expand the diversity of accommodation, which in turn has helped to drive inclusive economic development. It's becoming increasingly popular among the younger generation, especially Millennials and Generation Z, who are more interested in authenticity, flexibility, sustainability, and social aspects than luxury and uniformity. These tourists value the opportunities to join local festivals, food, traditional crafts, agricultural activities and community-based tourism program. These experiences are frequently enhanced by alternative accommodations that engage the visitors with the local residents and create opportunities for cultural exchange, thus enriching the experience of the visitor. In the last few years, sustainable tourism has gained a growing importance and alternative lodging has become an important issue.
There are numerous eco-lodges, rural homestays, and community managed guesthouses that are environmentally responsible, using local supplies and helping to preserve natural and cultural heritage. These facilities spread the benefits of tourism beyond the big cities, and promote how much visitors stay in their region, which can lead to jobs, additional business activity, and more robust regional economies. Therefore, alternative accommodation has emerged as significant tools to promote sustainable destination development and improve visitors' experiences. Post pandemic, people's travel preferences have changed a lot. Many people opt to stay at small lodging units or independent hotel establishments instead of large hotels because of health issues, privacy, flexible travel plans and interest in nature-based destinations. This includes rural tourism, wellness tourism and work-from-anywhere travel, which has helped to drive alternative accommodation providers to the fore. The changes have underscored the importance of customised experiences, where comfort, security, and cultural authenticity are all in play. Although alternative lodging solutions are gaining traction, there are some issues as well. There is still a great deal of focus on service quality assurance, meeting regulatory compliance, guest safety, local cultural preservation, and environmental impact management. Also, if not managed responsibly, the commercialisation of experiential tourism may lead to the commercialisation of culture. To overcome these difficulties, good governance, partnerships of stakeholders and sustainable business models must be in place that can balance the high expectations of visitors with the needs of the community. There is a substantial amount of research on consumer satisfaction, sharing economy platforms and innovation in the hospitality industry in the existing literature. There are, however, comparatively few studies which have explored comprehensively the wider contribution of different types of alternative accommodation to experiential travel as well as to local economic development and cultural and sustainable tourism. It is also important to comprehend the impact of these accommodations on travellers' perception of authenticity, destination loyalty and travel value in various tourism contexts. In this context, the present research examines the use of alternative accommodations for the purpose of experiential travel. It aims to explore the role these types of accommodation can play in improving visitor experience in authentic ways, in promoting cultural exchange, in fostering sustainable development of tourism and in generating local economic benefits. The results should be helpful for filling gaps in the knowledge related to experiential tourism and be useful for stakeholders of hospitality industry, destination management organisations, government bodies and tourism entrepreneurs to enhance the competitiveness and sustainability of tourism destinations.

3. Justification
The tourism industry these days is booming and travellers are no longer looking for a standard sightseeing tour but want to see something that means something to them and is an experience. This emphasis on authentic culture, personalisation and local experiences is becoming more important for today's tourists, and is reducing the relics of mass tourism. The tourist today is more interested in experiencing the local culture, personalized services, and authentic local experiences than in the mass tourism experience. This has helped grow the demand for alternate forms of lodging like homestays, guesthouses, farm stays, eco-lodges, serviced apartments as well as vacation rentals. The growth of these lodging options is a key part in the evolution of experiential tourism and the capacity to interact with the local community, culture, and lifestyle. While alternative accommodation has never been more of a priority, the research literature has focused on operational efficiency, to online booking sites, pricing policy, or on customer satisfaction. In contrast, the overall impacts of these accommodations on the tourist experience and towards sustainable tourism development has been less studied in the literature. This puts in place a research gap worthy systematic investigation. In addition, alternative tourism also plays an important role in the economic value of creating jobs, domestic entrepreneurship and distributing the income from tourism in the less developed and rural areas. They are engaged in community-based tourism (CBT) which involve the participation of local people in the tourism 




activities and help to improve the economy of the local people and conserve the cultural heritage. When making policy decisions, it is crucial to acknowledge these economic and social benefits to policy makers, tourism planners and hospitality entrepreneurs interested in expanding tourism in an inclusive and sustainable manner. Moreover, the rise of digital platforms has allowed people to more easily and transparently discover other housing alternatives around the world. These models are likely to influence travellers' satisfaction and competitiveness of a travel destination, which is another preference that more and more travellers have today, is environmental awareness. 
Assessing the impact of their role on the development of experiential travel can help us gain insights into how consumer behaviour is changing and into tourism trends that will occur in the future. That's why this research is warranted to explore how alternative accommodations can contribute to experiential travel, taking into account its economic, cultural and sustainability aspects. The results will have scientific value for enriching the tourism research literature, for informing tourism policy development, for informing tourism provision for accommodation operators to design services that can create experiences, and for informing the development of tourism strategies for destination managers that will maintain the balance of service to visitors, community well-being and environmental conservation. Lastly, the research will contribute to the growing knowledge on how the alternative housing can be used as a catalyst in developing real and inclusive and sustainable tourism.

[bookmark: _Hlk213283149]4. Objectives of the Study
1. To research and explore the idea and the growth of alternative tourist accommodation in the present-day context.
2. To explore factors influencing travellers' selection of alternate lodging type over traditional lodging types.
3. To evaluate the effectiveness of alternative accommodation in offering genuine and immersive travels.
4. To gain insight on the differences in travellers' satisfaction, engagement and their experience with different accommodation options.
5. To assess the economic, social and cultural effects of alternative lodging on local communities and the tourism market.

5. Literature Review
The tourism industry has gone through a radical transformation in the past decade and people today want experiences that they can't find in their everyday lives, tailored holidays, a more authentic holiday that doesn't focus solely on the “tourist” element. This has prompted the development of other lodging alternatives such as homestays, vacation rentals, farm stays, boutique lodges, eco-lodges and peer-to-peer (P2P) accommodation portals. These facilities make it possible for visitors to get a feel for the local culture, norms and cuisine, along with the lifestyle of the people, which supports the experiential tourism industry and promotes sustainable tourism development. The experience economy was introduced by Pine and Gilmore (1999), who suggested that the value that consumers place on memorable experiences has surpassed tangible products or standardized services. Their research concluded that tourism companies need to provide personalized and emotionally rewarding experiences to be competitive. This is complemented by alternative accommodation which provides the opportunity to experience a different environment from the one in which guests usually stay, where they are not only visitors of accommodation services but are also active components of the local lifestyle. According to Richards (2018), experiential tourism has become an integral part of the modern tourism and greatly influenced tourists' preference in traveling to participate in cultural, social, and environment activities, rather than simply gazing at sightseeing. The author states that they believe experiential travelling can help people develop emotional bonds with places, and alternative lodgings offer a perfect space to make these bonds more concrete – by meeting and interacting with the locals and their hosts. Having conducted a comprehensive literature review on peer-to-peer research, Belarmino and Koh (2019) found that Airbnb and other peer-to-peer platforms have transformed the hospitality industry by offering authentic local experiences, customized host interactions and flexible lodging solutions. Their assessment showed that travelers are opting for alternative lodging options because it offers cultural experiences, lower costs, and a greater opportunity to experience a destination from a local point of view, not a tourist one, through alternative services to those of a hotel. Other important variables influencing customer satisfaction were trust, participation of the people in the community and the relationship between the hosts and guests indicated by the authors. Guttentag (2015) discussed Airbnb as a disruptive innovation in the hospitality industry and explained how Airbnb meets travelers' increasing demand for authenticity and local experiences. The study noted that tourists have come to expect to experience staying in residential neighbourhoods as part of their travelling experience, and engage in activities such as interacting with local communities, exploring hidden attractions and participating in everyday local cultural life that is not always available at traditional hotels. Tussyadiah and Pesonen (2016) studied the motivations of the consumers to use peer-to-peer accommodation and found that the experiential value is a better predictor of consumers' booking intention than economic value. They found that travellers value the chance to engage with hosts, get customized advice on the destination and learn about the local customs, which helps to increase the emotional satisfaction and destination 




attachment. The collaborative consumption economy has fundamentally transformed the tourism services, by fostering the sharing of resources and the involvement of communities, said Botsman and Rogers (2010). They emphasized that trust-based sharing platforms enable meaningful interactions between hosts and guests, fostering social capital and sustainable use of accommodation resources. For Teoh, Wang and Kwek (2021), significant tourist experiences are generated through the co-production of the tourist, the host and the destination. The authors highlighted the significant change in the role of the accommodation provider as a facilitator rather than a service provider of memorable and meaningful experiences. Settings identified as facilitating cultural exchange, learning and personal transformation were homestay accommodations, eco-lodges and community-based accommodations. The literature on memorable tourism experiences, presented by Hosany, Sthapit, and Björk (2022), revealed that emotion, novelty, authenticity, and host interaction had a positive impact on tourists' long-term memories on the destination. The dimensions are also fulfilled through the provision of alternative accommodation, which offers a level of personalized service, a locally designed setting and opportunities for direct contact with host families; helping to raise the visitor satisfaction and the loyalty of guests. Sthapit and Jiménez-Barreto, (2018) found that homestays foster tourists' emotional connection with the destination through cultural engagement and social interaction. Visitors tend to appreciate the interaction with hosts over amenities more than the actual amenities, as well as being able to experience local traditions and shared meals, demonstrating that experiential quality over physical can often be the deciding factor in visitor satisfaction. 
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Cheng (2016) analyzed the motivations of customers and discovered that the factors of authenticity, uniqueness and social interaction have positive effects on travelers' booking intentions. The research found that experiential benefits are gaining in significance for the consumers' decision-making process, especially younger travelers who looked for personalized and flexible accommodation. Liang, Choi and Joppe (2018) examined the factors that affect customers' trust in peer-to-peer accommodation and concluded that host credibility, property authenticity and positive guest reviews are key factors that affect customer confidence and booking behavior. Their results revealed that trust decreases the perceived travel risk and also increases willingness to participate in local experiences that are provided 



by the accommodation providers. When Mody, Suess, and Lehto (2017) contrasted hotels with Airbnb accommodations, they noticed that experiential authenticity is one of the essential causes for travelers' inclination to seek alternate lodging. Regardless of its occasional logistical challenges, guests felt the peer-to-peer options provided them with a more immersive cultural experience, more flexibility and meaningful interactions than the more common hotel experience. Dolnicar (2019) contended that the sharing economy has expanded the range of accommodation options and helped enhance the sustainability of destinations by making use of underutilised housing resources. The research highlighted that alternative accommodation has a wider distribution of tourism income among local people and can promote the economic development of local people that is not restricted to the hospitality sector. Farmaki and Stergiou (2019) pointed out that the host–guest interactions can greatly influence tourists' perception of destination authenticity. Their studies indicated that community-based accommodation promotes cultural awareness, builds social relations, and promotes responsible tourism via mutual respect among visitors and host communities. In their systematic review of ecotourism experiences, Sana, Chakraborty, Adil, and Sadiq (2023) highlighted that nature-based lodging, like eco-lodges and rural homestays, can boost experiential learning by engaging visitors with environmental protection, local biodiversity and traditional culture. The different types of accommodations promote sustainable tourism behavior and environmental awareness, while at the same time allowing an experiential tour. In recent integrative reviews, the need to immerse, co-create, and engage in meaningful experiences is also becoming more common, and is an important factor to consider beyond just the quality of one's accommodations. The present study derives its findings from contemporary tourism research which shows that alternative accommodations also serve as key enablers of authentic cultural participation, social interaction and destination attachment, and thus play a pivotal role in the development of the experiential tourism landscape. The literature as a whole clearly shows that alternative accommodations have come a long way from being a provider of lodging to a key player in experiential travel. They provide genuine experiences with the host country, cultural immersion, customized experiences, community interaction, and sustainable approaches, which help to enrich tourist experiences and increase tourist satisfaction, loyalty and economic growth. However, more empirical studies are needed to explore the longer-term economic consequences of different types of accommodation, differences among cultural situations, and how to reconcile growth in experiential tourism with the sustainability of the destination.

6. Material and Methodology 
The research method used in the present study is systematic review method to be able to examine the role of alternative accommodations in promoting experiential travel. This study is conceptual therefore only secondary data from credible academic and professional sources are being used. The review is intended to provide a synthesis of the state of the art on the various types of alternative accommodation: homestays, vacation rentals, eco-lodges, farm stays, boutique guesthouses, hostels, community-based lodging, and to assess their role in improving authentic travel experience, local cultural engagement, and sustainable tourism development. Journal articles, scholarly books, conference proceedings, government tourism reports, publication of international organisations (UN Tourism), research reports from tourism associations and indexed databases such as Scopus, Web of Science, ScienceDirect, SpringerLink, Emerald Insight, Taylor & Francis, and Google Scholar were used as materials for this study. Only literature published mainly from 2010 to 2025 was deemed to be relevant as it covered the latest developments in the sharing economy, in digital hospitality platforms and in experiential tourism. Alternative accommodations, experiential travel, homestays, sharing economy, vacation rentals, community-based tourism, sustainable tourism, and tourist experience were used singly and in combination to locate relevant studies. The methodology included literature identification, literature screening, literature selection and thematic analysis. In the first step, a thorough search was done in selected databases using the established keywords. Publications and studies unrelated to the research goals were not duplicated. The rest of the literature was then critically reviewed using pre-established inclusion criteria, such as the relevance for experiential travel, quality of the publication, methodological rigor and contribution to the understanding of alternative accommodation practices. The data collected from the studies selected were clustered into thematic groups including authenticity of travel experiences, cultural immersion, economic benefits for the local community, environmental sustainability, technological platforms supporting the selection of accommodation, consumer preferences, and challenges related to regulation, quality assurance, and safety. The information obtained from various scientific sources was compared and cross-checked with each other by using triangulation to ensure the findings to be reliable and valid. Thematic synthesis was helpful in revealing patterns, trends, gaps in research, and implications for practice related to the increased importance of alternative accommodations in the tourism industry. The research process is objective and critical and the study is carried out in an objective and analytical way, also supported by academic research and interpretation. The methodological approach provides a detailed understanding of the potential of alternative accommodations to contribute to the tourist experience and inclusive economic development, the cultural heritage and sustainable development of the destination.




7. Results and Discussion
The literature reveals that alternative accommodation has become a key aspect of experiential travel and the types of accommodation choices are quite different from the traditional lodging, and are often provided to give a personalized and culturally immersive experience. Visitors want to break out of the tourist experience and interact with the communities, traditions and lifestyles they want to experience. Homestays, farm stays, boutique guesthouses, eco-lodges, heritage properties and vacation rentals are popular among leisure travelers, who come to experience a destination on a local level. The results indicate that these accommodations are becoming more popular as consumers' preferences shift, especially those of the younger generation who are more interested in meaningful experiences rather than typical hotel accommodations. The analysis also shows that cultural immersion is among the most significant factors that affect the decision-making process to choose alternative accommodation. These types of lodging offer guests a chance to interact directly with the host family, experience local culture, enjoy local cuisine and learn about local traditions, which is not possible in regular hotels. These interactions create memorable travel experiences and boost tourist's emotions attached to the destinations. Authentic cultural involvement is well documented to raise the satisfaction of visitors and to thereby promote positive destination image formation and boost the behavioural intentions of visitors, such as re-visiting and recommending the destination. Another significant impact of increase in alternative accommodations is economic benefits. The results prove that residential properties can provide income opportunities to people by creating jobs, promoting entrepreneurship and aiding small businesses. Tourism revenue generated from homestays and vacation rentals, as well as community-based tourism activities, can often be local, adding to inclusive economic development. Also, there are more local suppliers, artisans, transport companies and food vendors who can enjoy the boost of tourist spending, hence wider economic multiplier effects. The distribution of income is decentralised with an impact on regional development, including in less developed and rural areas, where large hotel chains are not often found. The review also highlights the alternative accommodations in sustainable tourism. The eco-lodges, farm stays and communally run lodges are typically the ones that will emphasize their dedication to environmental conservation, utilizing renewable energy, reducing waste, conserving water, and sustainable construction. Such sustainable initiatives are congruent with travelers' preferences for environmentally friendly traveling habits, and underscore sustainable consumption in the tourism sector. Moreover, involving communities in the management of tourism promotes responsible use of the resources and the conservation of cultural heritage and biodiversity. Technological advances have greatly advanced the process of developing alternative housing. Small accommodations companies have improved accessibility and visibility through Digital booking sites, mobile apps, social media marketing and internet review systems. Digital platforms are now an essential tool for travellers to compare prices, assess guests' reviews and choose properties in line with their interests and travel goals. Positive ratings on the Internet have become a significant factor in helping to determine the decision to book a hotel and to mitigate information asymmetry and boost consumer confidence. An honest consumer experience ratings is involved in hotel booking decisions and reduces information gaps and increases consumer confidence. As a result, independent accommodation providers have been able to catch up with global tour operators in terms of digital transformation with the large hotel chains. The results also show that when it comes to travel experiences, flexibility and customization are important, something that alternative lodging options don't always provide. The hosts' special recreational activities, tailored itineraries, guided tours and advanced recommendations are often added extras that enhance the visitors' experience. Tailored services help to increase customer satisfaction and make their stay an experience they would not necessarily be able to experience in a standard hotel environment. Therefore, customer satisfaction and positive e-WOM are also key factors for other accommodation providers. While there are numerous advantages of alternative placements, there are also some operational issues that have been reported in the literature. Some key challenges to sustainable growth are still major quality issues, inconsistent standards of services, inadequate regulation, safety issues and compliance problems. Many areas have experienced an increase in vacation rentals, which has led to an increased property shortage and higher home prices, as well as conflicts between visitors and residents. In some areas, the number of vacation homes has increased, causing homes to become scarce, home prices to rise, and the friction between renters and residents. The issues detailed above highlight the need for a regulatory framework for the accommodation sector that is both innovatory and entrepreneurial, yet takes into account community concerns. Capacity building for quality assurance and standard operating procedures play an important role in assuring customer trust and competitiveness of destinations. The analysis also indicates that the degree of professionalism of the host is an important factor in the satisfaction of visitors. The level of friendliness, hospitality, cleanliness, communication skills and responsiveness make significant impact on tourists' perception of their stay. Hosted by trained accommodations, these consistently have better customer ratings and repeat visitation intentions. Consequently, investments in training in hospitality, digital skills, customer service skills and sustainable management can make a significant contribution to the performance of alternative accommodation providers. A new trend in the literature has been the need for alternative accommodations that are "wellness oriented" and based on 




nature. Mountain cabins, forest retreats, wellness resorts, agritourism farms, and eco-friendly cottages are becoming 
a popular choice among travelers, offering a chance to relax, improve their health, and reconnect with nature. The trend has been gaining momentum since tourists are concerned with their physical health, mental well-being, and responsible travel. For this reason, destination managers have started to incorporate alternative accommodation into a wider tourism policy planning which focus on sustainable tourism and diversified tourism products. In summary, the results indicate that the modern tourism has taken a significant shift from the conventional approach of standardizing hospitality services towards personalized travel experiences. They contribute to experiential tourism in numerous ways, including cultural exchange, local economic development, environmental sustainability and customer satisfaction. But there are four points which need to be maximised to make sure that they add as much as possible in the long term in terms of governance, quality assurance, digital innovation and community participation. Future policy makers need to encourage sustainable development of new lodging products and ensure the economic benefits of tourism are spread equitably and cultural and environmental resources are conserved for future use.

8. Limitations of the study
This study had some limitations that should be considered when interpreting the results of this study. First, the study is based on the secondary data, of which the articles of research and industry reports, books and other scholarly sources are the major sources. Thus, conclusions are not based on primary empirical data obtained directly from travellers or accommodation providers, but are based on the quality, scope and accuracy of the literature that is available. Secondly, the study is rather general in its scope and not in detail the nature and differences of the various types of alternative lodging, such as homestays, vacation rentals, hostels, eco-lodges and farm stays. This might limit the extent to which results may be generalised to all kinds of alternative accommodations.
Moreover, demographic characteristics, cultural background, travel purposes and technology use are significant factors influencing travellers' preferences and experiential expectations which are regionally and country specific. Results can have variable significance in different geographical areas. This study also does not quantitatively examine the long-term economic, social and environmental effects of alternative accommodation from the local community/tourism areas. Furthermore, the results could evolve as time goes on, thanks to the rapid evolution of digital bookings platforms, changing consumer habits and the emergence of sustainable and experiential travel trends. The analysis of primary data, cross-country comparisons, longitudinal analysis and stakeholder feedback could be carried out in the future to gain a more comprehensive understanding of the role of alternative accommodations in promoting experiential travel.

9. Future Scope
In the current context of tourism there are a lot of space for diversifying the research about the contribution of alternative lodging in supporting the experiences in tourism. Going forward, incorporating new technology such as Artificial Intelligence, Virtual Reality and smart hospitality systems to enhance guest experience in non-conventional lodgings like homestays, boutique lodges, eco-lodges and others could be explored. Comparative studies carried out in different countries, cultural backgrounds and tourist attractions can contribute to the creation of a broader picture of the experiential results of tourism, as influenced by local tradition and cultural practice, local involvement and local characteristics. Furthermore, a longitudinal study would be useful to establish whether there is any long term effect on tourists' destination loyalty, appreciation of the culture and preferences for future travel from experiences gained in the alternative accommodation.
Another possibility for studying alternative accommodations would be to examine the economic, social and environmental effects on sustainable tourism development, which may be explored. Examining the attitudes and experiences of the host, the local community, the policy makers and the tourism entrepreneurs can provide the information to discuss the problems and potentials of this booming business. The effects of digital platforms, online reviews, trust systems, pricing decisions, and sustainability certificates on travellers' satisfaction and decisions about their lodging experience can be analyzed. The effects of digital platforms, online reviews, trust systems, pricing decisions and sustainability certificates on travellers' satisfaction and decisions about their lodging experience can be analysed. Furthermore, niche tourism segments, such as wellness tourism, rural tourism, adventure tourism and cultural and eco-tourism, can offer a better understanding of the use of alternative accommodation to meet various types of travel motivation. This kind of research will help to create inclusive, sustainable and experience-based tourism policies and long-term growth and competitiveness of destinations.

10. Conclusion
The tourism industry has undergone significant changes as alternative accommodation has grown in popularity, providing tourists with experiences beyond traditional hotel stays. Alongside the traditional service offerings of tourism, the attractions of homestays, vacation rentals, eco-lodges, farm stays, heritage properties and boutique 



accommodations have evolved into an important part of experiential travel, offering visitors a greater opportunity to connect with local cultures and traditions, lifestyles and natural environments. While standardized hotel services offer tourists the same mundane experience each time, these accommodation options allow tourists to experience the realness of the destination's interactions and make their experiences memorable. The review points to alternative accommodations as playing a crucial role in the competitiveness of the destination, as they expand tourism products and respond to the changes in tourists' preferences. Today's travelers are looking for more personalized, immersive and sustainable experiences than just services. In the context of this article, the alternative accommodations manage to fill the gap between the tourists and host communities, thereby fostering cultural exchange, involvement and community-based tourism. These interactions enhance the experience for visitors while also promoting a greater understanding and appreciation of regional heritage. The growth of alternatives has created new economic opportunities for entrepreneurs, small business owners and neighborhood residents. The sharing economy has helped people to transform underused spaces in their houses into income-generating opportunities and revitalize the local economy, including jobs. The growth in spending by tourists on local businesses, handicrafts, transportation, local food, and local culture further enhances the economic development of the region and inclusive growth, especially in less developed and rural destinations. Another benefit of several alternative accommodation models is environmental sustainability. The use of eco-friendly accommodation, resource efficiency, the marketing of local products and responsible tourism promotes the reduction of the environmental impact of tourism. The sustainability benefits are, however, highly dependent on how they are managed, the host's habits and the willingness of visitors to change their habits. Although these benefits exist there are a number of challenges identified in the study which must be continually addressed. Issues of quality control, safety, regulatory compliance, taxation, consumer safety, data privacy and the threat of over-tourism are still important. The rapid rise of STRs in high-traffic sites can also have an impact on affordability and the community. Solutions to these problems include having a balanced regulatory regime that encourages innovation and protects resident, visitor and tourism interests. With the continuous advancement of technology, travellers are continually enjoying better and better experiences, and digital options like booking platforms, mobile apps, Artificial Intelligence, and online reviews have made travel more accessible, transparent, and enjoyable. In an ever-evolving tourism market, it is crucial for hosts and destination managers to be competitive in a digitalized world by focusing on service quality, trust, personalization, and sustainability. More generally, alternative accommodation plays an important role in experiential tourism, providing genuine, valuable and locally-situated travel experiences. They provide important contributions to the economic development, cultural heritage, sustainable tourism and visitor satisfaction in the contemporary tourism system. Comparative analyses of various regions, socioeconomic impacts of guests on host communities in the long run, guest reactions to new technologies and techniques, and sustainable growth in the alternative accommodation sector may be areas of future research. This research will also further consolidate the knowledge on the ability of alternative accommodations to continue to play a role in resilient and experience-oriented tourism development.
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